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“If the layout of each house must be marked on a plan 
before any construction begins, the architect will be 
forced into mass design” 

- Hassan Fathy
Architecture for the Poor
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How can the masses of Addis Ababa be 
housed through a  

design decision-making process?

10

400,000 units

200,000 jobs

10,000 enterprises

Years5
121222222

“If condominiums remain the only option, 

>50% 
of all households will not be able to afford formal shelter unless their income and 
employment are drastically improved”. 

- Fasil Giorhis
Housing in an Informally Grown City
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4. Colonial Architecture
Villas
1930s

5. Kebele 41
Kebele Upgrading

1981

11. Ayat Villas
Villa
2002

10. Kebele 12
Cooperative

2000

3. Mercato
Market
1930s

6. Kolfe
Resettlement Complex

1981

12. Kolfe Keranio
Villa
2002

13. Gerji Condominium
Condominum

2005

1. Kirkos 13
Kebele

n/a

8. Gerji
Resettlement Complex

1986 

9. Red Barna
Resettlement Complex

1987

14. Akaki Kality
Condominum

2011

2. Menen
Kebele

n/a

7. Nefas Silk
Resettlement Complex

1982

16. CCD Home Sites
Villas
2015

15. Chefie Bole
Condominum

2014
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The Architect - X

Clustering

Source

Heterogeneity

- The Builders Yard 
- Phasing
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Recycled Corrugated Steel

Hand 
operated CEB 
compressor

Small 
Scale 

machine

Large 
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Machine

Factory

Aluminium

Concrete

Concrete

Rammed Earth

Rammed Earth

Solar Water Heater Upgrade

Thatch
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